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Its been pretty full on at The Hopbarn over the 
past month and once again we have had to 
contend with a number of studio changes and 
reconfigurations from music to dance and 
then back again.

A new re-formated website was also launched
this month, taking into account the recent offer 
of opportunuties given to visual arts. Its worth 
taking a look to see what’s on offer as there 
are a number of workshop and seminars open
to public members aside from the regular
music events that are programmed.

The new site draws together each of The 
HopBarn’s key priorities in providing regualr
music events, artistic residencies, worksops 
& seminars and studio recordings. It is hoped 
that the new site will be easier to navigate and
more user friendly,  whist still providing a 
breadth of information regarding The HopBarn
and the extended vision that is being persued.

Take a look and see what you think!

In terms of programmed music for February, 
this was a full month with a music event 
taking place each weekend and an additional 
date being added specially for valentines day 
on Friday 14th. 

First up however, The HopBarn welcomed back 
Keith James following his succesful gig in 
2019 when he presented the Songs of Leonard 
Cohen to an almost sold out audience. This 
time, however he brought with himself a more
profound music anthrology or complete works
as he delved deep into the life of Nick Drake. 
 
  

 

  

 
 

Nick Drake 

In the art world, whether it be visual, 
theatrical, musical, written or any other 
such form of creative expression, it is not 
unusual that when an artist dies, their work 
suddenly and quite unexpectantly finds an 
audience. For many artists,  their continued 
professional working life is one of constant 
struggle, a struggle to define their work and 
offer an explanation or a  justification for its 
existence. 

Keith James – The Songs of Nick Drake
Sat 8th February  

Unfortunately however, for many it is only 
after their death that the world pricks up and 
starts to acknowledge the contribution they 
made towards defining our interpretation of 
the world around us. Sadly this is all too 
often too late, and the legacy of artists who 
have left their work behind, require an 
ambassador, someone who is prepared to 
champion and ensure that their work 

 

continues to have presence and is 
acknowledged as an invaluable contribution 
to the evolution of artistic creativity.  

Keith James is such an ambassador. Nick 
Drake is ultimately the iconic artist who 
struggled throughout his career to find a 
voice. Often misunderstood at the time, Keith 
believes that Nick Drake represents the true 
struggling artist who fails to achieve the 
commercial success many artists at the time 
found.

Nick Drakes work is full of melancholy; deep 
and meaningful lyrics lust for life but all too 
often seem afraid to take hold and grasp the 
opportunity. This troubled juxtaposition, is 
according to Keith James, the true 
characteristic of Nick Drake. A young man, full
of ideas, musical genius and for want of a 
better word ‘talent’, but yet afraid to fully open
up and shout widely about his artistic voice. It
has therefore been left to musicians like Keith
James to champion Drake’s work and ensure 
that it is not neglected and forgotten.

Keith James was able to invoke an 
extraordinary sense of endorsement last year 
when performing The songs of Leonard Cohen. 
As if he was endorsed by Cohen himself to 
carry on his work due to his musical aptitude 
and understanding of the work in hand.  Keith
clearly did his homework then, and for Nick 
Drake, again there was the same extensive 
research, practice and scrutiny undertaken in
order to master each and every song sung 

and performed, but with the addition of truly 
getting to understand the currents that lie 
below the surface. 

Credit and standing applause must surely be 
awarded to Keith James for this exceptional 
evening. Now more than 40 years since Nick 
Drake passed away, his music is now starting
to become more widely experienced, and 
with each new introduction, it is comforting 
to know that as an artist in his own right, 
Nick Drake is now starting to receive the 
recognition he longed for when he was alive.

Keith James

Songs of Love for a Valentine…
14th February 2020

Love was certainly the theme of February 
and not even the dismal weather could 
dampen the mood for love for our special 
valentines event.

The HopYards scaled down their set which 
meant unfortunately for band members 
Richard (drums) and Will (sax), their presence
wasn’t required as Stuart (keys) Leona 
(vocals) and Mike (base) turned their music 
direction upside down to present a more 
relaxed, chilled and evocative evening of 
music.

Video Still from Songs of Love for a Valentine 
featuring The HopYards



 

The setting was also switched to allow 
audience to encircle the band members 
allowing for a much closer,  more intimate and
personal experience. Lights dimmed, candles 
lit and flickering fairy lights transformed the 
venue.

Through the darkness, Leona’s deep and 
resonating voice filled the air causing happy 
couples to take a moment, embrace and feel a 
moment of warmth inside. Perhaps for many, 
a chance to reminisce and re-live past 
encounters and experiences. Helped by Stuart
Poole’s rather comic explanation of how he 
met Mary, others too were enticed to recount 
their experience of meeting a loved one… 
some stories needed the cobwebs blowing 
off, but were essential for capturing the true 
nature of the event. 

The evening was not only about the music, but
poetry too with the help of Sue Allen who 
recited with great joy her experiences of love, 
written down and presented amidst the  array 
of love songs specially chosen to ensure the 
mood was just right.

The night was not all about love however. The
proceeds from the evening were awarded to 
The Lincolnshire Refugee Doctors Programme, 
a charity headed by Vince Ion that is helping 
to train doctors from overseas nations and 
who have settled in the UK due to having to 
escape their own countries for various reasons. 

The programme is designed for doctors who 
have medical qualifications from their own 
country, to train here in order for them to gain 
UK employment in the health service. It is seen 
as a way of filling the abundance of medical 
personal currently lacking in the UK, with only
having to contribute to half the costs of 
medical training. 

You can find out more about the Refugee 
Doctors Programme by visiting: 

https://www.lincsrefugeedoctors.co.uk 

Motion Capture

Throughout the year, The Hopbarn hosts 
various dance company residencies. For each
residency, we offer opportunities for artists to
study and sketch leading contemporary 
dancers.

Taking advantage of our recent dance 
company residency, artist Susan Isaac spent 
two afternoons recording the rehearsals
through oil and water colour. 

Here Susan recounts her experience and 
process whilst observing Matter of Fact 
Dance in January

“It is always captivating to work from life. And 
although I know the human form well, having
worked with models since art college days, 
tracking the figure in motion without the 
intermediacy of a camera 'still', adds another
dimension to the process and requires some
alternative thinking and problem solving to 
produce a visual description. I had explored 
this theme some years previously, painting 
directly onto a canvas whilst my 15-year-old 
daughter and friend obligingly cavorted 
around the room with untutored balletic 
exuberance for half an hour. I am primarily a 
painter of landscapes - and from time to time
I find it a useful exercise to freshen my 
practice by making forays into other less 

 

familiar territory, such as this. So, with some 
trepidation, I accepted the offer to spend a 
couple of hours in January in the company of 
Erin, Daisy and Fanny, a passionate and 
enthusiastic dance trio collectively known as
Matter of Fact, and make sketches of their 
activity.

The troupe were already in the process of 
rehearsing for their forthcoming performance 
at ‘The Place’ in London, as I arrived at the 
HopBarn dance studio. With introductions 
quickly made, I set my easel in a corner of the
room, observing how the group corresponded
with each other and the parameters of
their movements. With my only clear intention
of being open to all possibilities, I began 
feeling my way towards conveying something
of what I was seeing. This sometimes resulted
in noting down a recognizable shape, just 
before it was lost to a transient force, but more
often I was making an approximation of the 
overall rhythms and repeating movements and
shapes, through gestural marks and collage of
stretched coloured papers, to convey a sense 
of the direction of some of the motion. On 
occasion, I drew onto a redundant atlas, the 
road markings of which I’d hoped might help 
to suggest a sense of traveling around space. 
All of this was accompanied by a wonderfully 
chosen, often poignant, 80s soundtrack which
further aided the momentum and rhythm of the
sketching process. 

At the end I was privileged to watch their final 
captivating rehearsal and then, whilst the 
dancers were cooling down, I made a few final
studies of their slower, stretching stances to 
add to my repertoire of people explorations. I 
hope to return to these sketches at some point
and develop them further. But for now, I feel 
invigorated by the experience and look forward
to working at the Hop Barn again. 

Susan Isaac
27 Feb, 2020 
 

Sketches in motion by Susan Isaac depicting 
Matter of Fact Dance co  



 

Daniel Lukehurst - 
Dance Company Residency
17th - 22nd February 2020 .

As a choreographer, I make work that is highly
physical, presenting socio-political ideas in a
grounded, personal way. I have premiered 2 
original dance works containing my own 
music compositions: The Tides, shown at a 
scratch night at Yorkshire Dance (Leeds), and 
avE, shown at both Yorkshire Dance, and as a
part of 2Faced Dance’s scratch event ID Night 
at The Courtyard (Hereford).

I was also one of the choreographers selected
to re-work Stravinsky’s A Soldiers Tale in 
collaboration with Leeds College of Music and
have shown work and sound and digital 
focussed installations around both Leeds and
Birmingham 

Welcoming to the The HopBarn in February 
was dance artist and choreographer Daniel 
Lukehurst, a former student from The
Northern School of Contemorary Dance in 
Leeds and recently a member of Company 
Chameleon Dance based in Manchester. 

Daniel and his company undertook a 
preliminary week at The Hopbarn in February 
and will return in March to conduct a second 
week before sharing the work created in Leeds
on Friday 6th March.

Here Daniel provides a short extract of his 
background and the work that he is interested 
in making. 

I wish to make work across several artforms 
including Dance, Music, Film, Theatre and 
Installations. I'm not satisfied confining myself to
 just one discipline and over the last few years 
have endeavoured to make work that is usually 
a cross breed of many of these different 
elements. I am eager to explore as many 
avenues as I can within the performing arts 
sector and collaborate with other disciplines. 

I am a choreographer, composer, performer, and 
lighting designer based in Manchester. I trained at 
the Northern School of Contemporary Dance, also 
completing a Postgraduate Diploma incorporating 
a yearlong apprenticeship with Company 
Chameleon, and have danced for Johnny Autin, 
Antony Middleton, Company Chameleon, and 
composed for Akram Khan Company

Dance Artist Daniel Lukehurst
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Ray Cooper is a Scottish/English songwriter 
currently living in Sweden.

When Cooper left art school in Brighton he 
decided to follow where music took him. He 
joined Oysterband, eventually recording 19 
albums and touring in 27 countries. In 2013 he
went solo and never looked back.
 
After setting up a recording studio in a small 
log cabin in Sweden he made his first album 
Tales of Love War and Death by Hanging in 
2010; it has a strongly historical theme. In 
2014 he followed it up with Palace Of Tears
which was about more recent, more personal 
history.

Between The Golden Age & The Promised 
Land released in May 2018, will surprise many
of his listeners. It is a big sounding record 
with serious themes but is nevertheless 
simple, raw, joyous, and unashamedly 
romantic.

Between The Golden Age & The Promised 
Land’ is an album awash with atmosphere. 

Tim Carroll Folk Words 2018

Claude Bourbon
Medieval and Spanish Blues
07 Mar 2020
£12 

“ Claude Bourbon is a unique figure today… 
his playing is almost indescribable“ - 

The Hook, Charlottesville, USA

“A breathtaking acoustic fusion of blues, jazz,
 folk, classical and Spanish guitar from a 

stunning guitar virtuoso…”

Altadena News, USA

Ray Cooper
Between the Golden Age & 
The Promised Land
14 Mar 2020
£13 

Ready for a unique and talented take on a 
wide range of musical traditions? Claude 
Bourbon is known throughout Europe and 
America for amazing guitar performances 
that take blues, Spanish, and Middle Eastern
stylings into uncharted territories. 
 
Claude’s inimitable style incorporates all five
digits on each hand dancing independently 
but in unison, plucking, picking and 
strumming at such speed and precision that 
his fingers often seem to melt into a blur. 
Thousands of people in the UK, Europe and 
USA have enjoyed listening to this virtuoso 
and for the majority of his audience it is an 
experience that compels them to return again
and again to hear and watch him play, as his 
fingers lightly dance over the strings of his 
guitar and create a unique sound that is 
’Claude’.

 

 

Lorem ipsum


